[image: image1.jpg]Lake Junaluska

Conference & Retreat Center



                                 
[image: image2.png]Southeastern Jurisdiction
i e Nebod Church




FACTS ABOUT LAKE JUNALUSKA ASSEMBLY

CONFERENCE & RETREAT CENTER

The Southern Assembly Grounds that became Lake Junaluska Assembly had its beginning in a resolution at the Laymen’s Missionary Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church South in 1908.  The present site was chosen and the first meeting on the grounds was the Second General Missionary Conference, which began June 25, 1913.

The original tract of land purchased for the Assembly covered 2,500 acres, but by the opening in 1913, there were 1,200 acres; the approximate size of the Assembly today.  The man-made Lake was 250 acres when constructed.  A portion of the Lake was filled for construction of an athletic field and for parking.  The Nanci Weldon open-air gym is on this area.  The Lake now covers 200 acres.

The oldest Assembly building is the George R. Stuart Auditorium built in 1913.  Several of the thirteen (13) homes built in 1913 are still standing and are identified with Historical Society markers.  (Sunset Inn, built by Bishop James Atkins is one.)  The first private residence was built by the Weatherby family and is located at the corner of Lakeshore and Atkins Loop.  The oldest Assembly housing facility is the center section of Lambuth Inn (Mission Inn) built in 1921.

There are approximately 762 houses on the Assembly grounds with 385 of those used as year-round residences.  There are approximately 800 structures (including houses and Assembly facilities) on the grounds.  The county tax evaluation for the private residences exceeds $80 million.

Elevations in Haywood County range from 1,400 to 6,621 feet above sea level.  The elevation at the Lake’s edge is 2,560 feet; the highest elevation on the Assembly grounds is 3,082 feet.  The Lake is approximately 40 feet at its deepest point.

The distance around the Lake on the walkway, using the Turbyville Footbridge, is approximately 2.5 miles.  Thousands of persons walk and jog around the Lake year-round. 

The Assembly employs an average of 230 full time and part time year-round persons and adds approximately 200 more in the summer.  Guest nights at Junaluska total approximately 120,000 each year.  The Assembly’s annual payroll exceeds $5.5 million.  Conservative estimates of economic impact from payroll, general expenditures, and tourist monies are in excess of $30 million annually.  The Assembly’s annual operating budget is $11 million.

The Assembly has space to accommodate 2,700 people including the campground and the cottages for which it serves as rental agent.  Program and Outreach Ministries of the Southeastern Jurisdiction United Methodist Church are held here and extend across the jurisdiction and beyond.  The Assembly sponsors special events such as (1) Easter Sunrise Service (2) Independence Day Celebration (3) Junaluska Singers’ Concerts (4) Folkmoot, (5) Smoky Mountain Folk Festival (6) Christmas at Junaluska and many other events.  It is estimated that over 30,000 persons attend these special events.

For additional information, we invite you to contact Joetta Rinehart at 452-2881, ext 743 or visit the Heritage Center.
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